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January 24, 2018

The PowerPoint and handouts for today’s webinar 

can be downloaded from www.pattan.net under 

Secondary Transition – 2017-18 NCOP Webinar 

Series - https://tinyurl.com/NCOP-2017-18

Pathways to Success: Transitioning into 

Tomorrow Together

http://www.pattan.net/
https://tinyurl.com/NCOP-2017-18
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 Reconnect to the Webinar

 Join by Phone

 Reboot

 Local Tech Assistance

 Send Question to Presenter

The National Community of Practice on 

Secondary Transition is a group of various 

stakeholders from states and organizations across 

the United States who work collaboratively to 

ensure appropriate transition outcomes for youth 

and young adults with disabilities. 
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Secondary Transition = A Coordinated Effort

Agencies and 

Support Services

Families and 

Students

The family will still be there…

…even after the teachers, transition coordinators, 
supports coordinators, Counselors, job coaches, 
etc.

…are gone.
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Agenda

 Overview – Michael Stoehr, Pennsylvania Department of Education - PaTTAN

 The Dual Capacity-Building Framework for Family-School Partnerships –

Amy Pleet-Odle, Inclusion Focused Coaching

 Family Engagement & Transition to Adulthood: Things to Think About –

Susan Barlow, The Parent Network of Western New York

 Resources and Supports for Families: A Pennsylvanian Perspective –

Jeannine Brinkley & Jeanine Schultz – The Parent Education & Advocacy

Leadership Center

What is Transition?

Is focused on preferences and interests

Addresses individual needs

Is a coordinated set of activities, 

services and goals

Leads to successful post-secondary outcomes

Promotes the movement from 

high school to adulthood
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So What Do Youth and Families Want? 
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What Families Want for Their Sons/Daughters…

11

home

friends

dreams

self-
advocacy

safe and 
healthy 
lifestyle

to be 
included

givers

12

What do youth want?

achieve 
her/his 
dreams

live on 
his/her own 

ability to get 
to and from 

places
a job relationships
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Families

• Are experts regarding their 
son/daughter and are a vital member of the team

• Have provided  long-term support

• Are advocates for services and benefits

• Vary in their capacity to support their child

• Deal with multiple issues 

• Will be more likely to participate if they feel that 
their participation is valued 

13

• Family input early in the transition process 
establishes a solid foundation for planning and builds                                         
a critical connections and relationships with the transition 
partners

• It is vital that educators and agency staff:
 Build a trustworthy relationship with the young person and family

 Appreciate the fact that families have a long history of working with 
multiple professionals with mixed results

 Provide support to families to plan for change during the transition 
process

14

Families
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Assisting Families

• Introduce concept of transition planning early

• Use “preparing for” instead of “transition”

• Help parents promote:

 Independence

 Self-advocacy

• Share information among team members

• Build trust and foster ongoing communication

15

Frameworks for Family Engagement
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Frameworks…

Resources for 

Engagement 

Guideposts for Success

www.ncwd-youth.info/family-guideposts-information-brief

http://www.ncwd-youth.info/family-guideposts-information-brief
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Amy M. Pleet-Odle, Ed.D.                                 

Inclusion Focused Coaching

inclusioncoach@gmail.com

www.amypleet.com

Collaborative Family Engagement 
Strategies for Secondary Transition

National COP – Secondary Transition
March, 2018

mailto:inclusioncoach@gmail.com
http://www.amypleet.com/
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Professional capacity                                                   Family capacity

Dual Capacity

Professional capacity                                                                 Family capacity

Youth capacity

Tri-Capacity
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Professional Capacity

NO YES

YES

NO 

Partnership Matrix

Distrustful 
Isolates

Family Capacity

Professional Capacity

NO YES

YES

NO 

Partnership Matrix

Demanding 
consumer

Distrustful 
Isolates

Family Capacity



1/24/2018

13

Professional Capacity

NO YES

YES

NO 

Partnership Matrix

Demanding 
consumer

Distrustful 
Isolates

Insider
Authority

Family Capacity

Professional Capacity

NO YES

YES

NO 

Partnership Matrix

Demanding 
consumer

Empowered 
alliance

Distrustful 
Isolates

Insider
Authority

Family Capacity
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Family Engagement & 
Transition to Adulthood:

Things to think about 

Susan Barlow

Parent Network of WNY

www.parentnetworkwny.org

Does Family Engagement really matter?

YES!!
According to the National Education Association 
(NEA), parents must be actively involved in order 
to insure a child’s success in school. Study after 
study has indicated that a child’s educational 
experience is enhanced when a parental figure is 
involved.
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Who is doing all of the talking?

SPED
50%

Family
15%

Gen Ed
9%

Administrators
9%

Support 
6%

Multiple Conv
5%

Student
4%

No Conv
2%

Martin, J. E., Van Dycke, J. L., Greene, B. A., Gardner, J. E., Christensen, W. R., Woods, L. L., & Lovett, 

D. L. (2006). Direct observation of teacher-directed IEP meetings: Establishing the need for student IEP 

meeting instruction. Exceptional Children, 72, 187-200.
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How are you doing?

36

RESOURCES

https://transitionta.org/

WWW.HFRP.ORG

WWW.IDEAPARTNERSHIP.ORG

WWW.LDONLINE.ORG

WWW.FCTD.INFO

WWW.ADA.GOV

WWW.DIRECTIONSERVICE.ORG/CADRE

WWW.PARTNERSHIPSCHOOLS.ORG

WWW.IMDETERMINED.ORG

These are just a few of the thousands of informational sites available

http://www.transitionta.org/
http://www.hfrp.org/
http://www.ideapartnership.org/
http://www.ldonline.org/
http://www.fctd.info/
http://www.ada.gov/
http://www.directionservice.org/CADRE
http://www.partnershipschools.org/
http://www.imdetermined.org/
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OUR MISSION



1/24/2018

20

PEAL Center

• Who do we support? 

• Why do we  provide services? 

• How do we provide services? 

Who?

• Children

• Youth 

• Adults

• Disabilities

• Special Health 

Care Needs
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Why?

• Ensure rich, active 

lives

• Participate as full 

members of schools 

and communities

PEAL work with families

“Because of PEAL I was able to 

advocate for my child to take the 

next steps in his development of 

skills to build self-sufficiency. I 

was able to translate information 

into real child advocacy."

- Kaelynne Koval
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PEAL is a resource

• Connect individual families with parent advisers

• Provide up to date materials and publications about inclusive 

education and health care

• Offer training in a variety of topics

• Collaborate with organizations that share our mission to build parent 

leaders across PA

Outreach

• We would like to share information about PEAL:

• Sharing publications

• Having a PEAL representative attend your meeting and share information 

about PEAL and/or a topic of interest – IEPs, Evaluation/Reevaluation 

process, Transition, Youth, Friendship Toolkit, etc.

• Partner to organize and promote Parent and Youth Leadership Trainings
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1-866-950-1040www.pealcenter.org

PEAL serves families across Pennsylvania with offices in Pittsburgh and Philadelphia

Additional Pennsylvania Resources
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PA’s Secondary Transition Website

www.secondarytransition.org 

PA Secondary Transition Family 1-Pager Guides

Available on www.pattan.net is a series of family friendly 1-page documents designed to 

provide brief, concise overviews of prioritized topics that address what parents and family 

members should consider when supporting their youth in preparing for post-secondary 

education, employment, and independent living. 

Topics Include:

• Customized Employment

• Entitlement vs Eligibility

• Exploring the Option of a Two or Four Year College

• Financial Fundamentals: Discussion Starters 

• The Importance of Employment: Why Work

• Job Skills: Getting Ready for Work

• Post-Secondary Education Expectations

• Promoting Independent Living While Still in School

• Preparing for Employment

• Understanding Self-Advocacy 

http://www.pattan.net/category/Educational%20Initiatives/Secondary%20Transition/page/Seco

ndary_Transition_Family_1Pager_Guides.html

http://www.pattan.net/
http://www.pattan.net/category/Educational Initiatives/Secondary Transition/page/Secondary_Transition_Family_1Pager_Guides.html
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http://tinyurl.com/PFFChecklist

There’s an App for That

PA Planning For The Future
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Additional Helpful Resources:

Family Involvement in Children’s 

Education: Successful Local 

Approaches:

http://www.ed.gov/pubs/FamInvolve/

Harvard Family Research Project:

http://www.hfrp.org/

National Coalition for Parent 

Involvement in Education:

http://www.ncpie.org

National Network of Partnership 

Schools:

http://www.csos.jhu.edu/p2000/

Parent and Family Involvement:

http://www.ncrel.org/sdrs/areas/pa0c

ont.htm

Parents As Collaborative Leaders:

http://www.uvm.edu/%7Epcl/modules

.php

National Coalition for Parent Involvement in Education:
http://www.ncpie.org

National Network of Partnership Schools:
http://www.csos.jhu.edu/p2000/

Parent and Family Involvement:
http://www.ncrel.org/sdrs/areas/pa0cont.htm

Parents As Collaborative Leaders:
http://www.uvm.edu/%7Epcl/modules.php

http://www.ed.gov/pubs/FamInvolve/
http://www.hfrp.org/
http://www.ncpie.org/
http://www.csos.jhu.edu/p2000/
http://www.ncrel.org/sdrs/areas/pa0cont.htm
http://www.uvm.edu/~pcl/modules.php
http://www.ncpie.org/
http://www.csos.jhu.edu/p2000/
http://www.ncrel.org/sdrs/areas/pa0cont.htm
http://www.uvm.edu/~pcl/modules.php
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Center for Parent Information and Resources
www.parentcenterhub.org

National Technical Assistance Center on Transition 
http://www.transitionta.org/

The Guideposts for Success: A Framework for Families Preparing Youth for Adulthood

www.ncwd-youth.info/family-guideposts-information-brief

The Transition Coalition
http://transitioncoalition.org/transition

54

2017-2018 National Community of Practice Webinar Series

Pathways to Success: Transitioning 
into Tomorrow Together

February 21, 2018
(2:00 PM – 4:00 PM) 

EST

Secondary Transition Professional Development 

Models

March 21, 2018
(2:00 PM – 4:00 PM) 

EST

Collaborative Post-Secondary Education and 

Training Initiatives

April 18, 2018
(2:00 PM – 4:00 PM) 

EST
Youth Engagement/Self-Advocacy Practices

http://www.parentcenterhub.org/
http://www.transitionta.org/
http://www.ncwd-youth.info/family-guideposts-information-brief
http://transitioncoalition.org/transition
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Contact Information www.pattan.net

Michael Stoehr

mstoehr@pattan.net

412-826-6864
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mailto:mstoehr@pattan.net

